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Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Lizbeth Blanco-Ramos is a 12th grader at
Warren Tech North and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Lizbeth
Blanco-Ramos is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Lizbeth Blanco-Ramos for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all her future
accomplishments.

————

HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR ROBERT VAN PELT

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the people in New York’s 20th Dis-
trict to express our sincere appreciation for the
dedication and sacrifices of one of our own,
Command Sergeant Major Robert Van Pelt.

CSM Van Pelt selflessly and courageously
served in the United States Army between
March 1969 and December 1971, after which
he joined the New York National Guard. Dur-
ing his time in both the Army and National
Guard, CSM Van Pelt served a vital role as a
Fixed Station Autodin Technical Controller and
NCO in other units related to Signal corps op-
erations. He served with distinction and honor
and achieved the impressive rank of Com-
mand Sergeant Major of the NY Army National
Guard in 1991. During this period, CSM Van
Pelt served in the Vietnam War, most notably
in the First Signal Brigade in Phu Lam, Re-
public of Vietnam and earned numerous med-
als and commendations, including Meritorious
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Viet-
nam Service Medal with one star, and the Hu-
manitarian Service Medal, among many oth-
ers.

Outside of this service, CSM Van Pelt also
achieved many other milestones, including
completing Advanced Signal NCO Course
Phase 2 at Ft. Gordon, GA, and the USA Ser-
geants’ Major Academy, Class #37 at Ft.
Bliss, TX, as well as receiving a Bachelor of
Science Degree at State University of New
York. In addition, he has been happily married
for almost 40 years to his wife, Deborah, with
whom he has two daughters, Stephanie and
Sandra. He continues his professional ad-
vancement through the electrical industry as
an Instrumentation and Controls supervisor
and his membership in IBEW Local Union
#25.

It is an honor to know that such impressive
and dedicated men and women like CSM Van
Pelt are willing to sacrifice so much in the
name of freedom. It is even more moving that
my family and | have the privilege of their pro-
tection in our home state and district. | thank
CSM Van Pelt and his family for their service.
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IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT
“BOB” FLETCHER, JR.

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Mr. Robert Fletcher, Jr.
for his commendable service to Sacramento
Japanese-American families during World War
Il and his work in the Sacramento community.

Bob Fletcher was born on July 26, 1911 in
San Francisco, California to Robert Fletcher,
Sr. and Olive Barkley. Following his upbringing
in Redwood, Bob attended the University of
California, Davis, where he received a degree
in Agriculture Science in 1933.

Following his graduation from UC Dauvis,
Bob worked as a state fruit and vegetable in-
spector at various locations, including the Flor-
in Train Station, where he became friends with
several local Japanese-American farm owners.
In 1940, Bob became the director of the Sac-
ramento County Farm Bureau.

After the December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl
Harbor and the subsequent internment of Jap-
anese-Americans, Bob quit his job as a state
agriculture inspector and took control of three
Japanese-American family farms belonging to
the Tsukamotos, Nittas and Okamotos. He
farmed the 90 acres of land until they returned
home in 1945, when he returned their land to
them and split half the profits.

Bob’s desire to improve his community con-
tinued, and, in 1953, he helped form the Florin
Fire Protection District, a local volunteer fire
department at which he served as a volunteer
Assistant Chief for 20 years, then served as
the Chief for an additional 12 years. He retired
in November of 1974.

In October of 1959, Bob helped found the
Florin County Water District, to protect the
water rights of local farmers and provide clean
water to the community. After more than 40
years, Bob continues to serve as a board
member to this day.

In 1985, Bob helped form the Florin Histor-
ical Society, and donated five acres of his land
to build the Florin Community History Center
and adjacent park, to preserve the history of
the Florin community.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Mr.
Robert Fletcher, Jr. for his meritorious work in
the Sacramento community, his ability to look
past racial barriers and help save the farms of
three Japanese-American families, and his
more than 80 years of outstanding civil serv-
ice. | ask all my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Bob Fletcher for his truly remarkable
service.

KAYLA TREJO
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kayla Trejo
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Kayla Trejo is
a 12th grader at Jefferson Senior High and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

May 3, 2011

The dedication demonstrated by Kayla Trejo
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Kayla Trejo for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

————

IN HONOR OF M. SHIRLEY AUSTIN,
OF HOLBROOK, MA

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of M. Shirley Austin, in recognition of
her outstanding civic contributions to Holbrook,
Massachusetts, and to commend her for a life-
time of dedicated service to her community.

Shirley has dedicated over 45 years of loyal
service to her town, beginning in 1966. For 39
of those years, she has tirelessly served Hol-
brook as Town Clerk. Shirley was first elected
as Town Clerk in 1972, and has been elected
in 13 consecutive elections over the 39 year
time span.

During her distinct career, Shirley has been
a continuous member of the New England
Town Clerks Association, and served as the
Association’s Massachusetts representative. In
addition, she was also a member of the Tri-
County (Norfolk, Plymouth, Bristol) Town
Clerks Association and continued her leader-
ship as the organization’s secretary.

An active participant in her community, Shir-
ley has been a member of the Holbrook Town
Democratic Committee for over 40 years. Her
extensive and impressive resume also in-
cludes serving as a member of the Holbrook
Rotary Club, a leader of the Holbrook Rotary
Club’s Student Government Day, and a Direc-
tor for the Randolph Savings Bank.

Lastly and most importantly, Shirley has
been a trusted advisor and mentor to the town
of Holbrook, providing citizens with valuable
and experienced advice for decades.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to take
the Floor of the House today to join with Shir-
ley’s family, friends, and contemporaries to
thank her for her remarkable civic service to
her hometown of Holbrook, Massachusetts,
and to the United States of America. | hope
my colleagues will join me in celebrating Shir-
ley’s distinguished career and in wishing her
good health and success in all of her future
endeavors.

KAYLEEN LAWTON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kayleen
Lawton for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
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